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W ith its enviable geographical location and rich historical tradition, the San Francisco Bay

Area has long been recognized as one of the most dynamic urban areas in the United States.

Home of a sophisticated and vibrant multi-ethnic population, cutting edge research and technol-

ogy, and some of the nation’s premier educational institutions, it has been in the forefront of social

and cultural change. From the great mid-nineteenth century immigration prompted by the discov-

ery of gold, Irish immigrants and their Irish-American descendants have been among the most sig-

nificant elements in the region’s population and contributors to the Bay Area’s development. For

the last sixty years, the Irish Literary and Historical Society of San Francisco, founded and sustained

by the heirs of that community, has provided a consistent focus on Irish culture and history.

Through its monthly meetings, featuring distinguished speakers on virtually all aspects of Irish and

Irish-American life, and through its long-established tradition of scholarly patronage, the Society

has made a noteworthy intellectual contribution. This collection, The Irish in the San Francisco Bay

Area: Essays on Good Fortune, is the latest example of that generous pattern of support and patronage.

The current volume was inspired and originated by Donald Jordan, historian and Irish studies

scholar, professor, and college administrator. In launching the project, Don was ably assisted by an

editorial committee consisting of Gearoid Ó hAllmhuráin, James P. Walsh, and J. Patrick Goggins,

former president of the Irish Literary and Historical Society. Don had a particularly close long-term

relationship with the Society, serving as a director of the organization for some twenty years. He fre-

quently addressed the members at their monthly meetings, and even more frequently, he chaired ses-

sions that attracted a wide variety of notable Irish and Irish-American scholars. This association

with the members of the Irish Literary and Historical Society was mutually beneficial—Don sharing

with them his extraordinary knowledge and love of Irish history and, in turn, being enriched by their

enthusiasm, insights, challenging questions, and cultural commitment. Sadly, Don did not live to

see the publication of this book to which he devoted so much care and attention, even during the

last days of his struggle with cancer.



I was honored to be asked to assume the editing of this volume and bring it to a successful con-

clusion. From the start, this work has been developed under the aegis of the Irish Literary and His-

torical Society, and I would like to express my gratitude for its sponsorship and for the very generous

individual patronage of its members. I would also like to thank the Office of the Irish Consul Gen-

eral in San Francisco for its encouragement and financial support of this project. Santa Clara Uni-

versity also facilitated the completion of the book with a timely research grant.

Timothy J. O’Keefe
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